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ABSTRACT 

Nowadays, it is undeniable that English has become an international 

language that many people around the world use for communication. In 

learning English, speaking skill has become the most important skill to be 

mastered. One of the most common and important instructional media to learn 

English is textbook. This research was conducted in order to find out to what 

extent the textbook used by English Department students in Speaking I Course 

in the academic year of 2017/2018 meet the criteria of content feasibility of a 

textbook. Accordingly, both qualitative and content analyses were used to 

evaluate the data collected from “Role Plays for Today”. Based on the 

analysis of the research findings, 81.25 % of the units taken as sample from 

“Role Plays for Today” meet the criteria of textbook content feasibility. It 

indicates that the textbook is suitable to be used as the learning material for 

Speaking I course. 

Keywords: Speaking; Textbook; Content Feasibility  

INTRODUCTION 

English has undeniably become an international language that many people all over the world use for 

communication. In learning English, there are four basic language skills: speaking, writing, reading, and listening. 

All those skills are important but as the main function of language is to communicate, speaking skill has become 

the most important skill to be mastered. Hence, speaking is more emphasized than the other skills during the 

process of learning and teaching a foreign language. Bailey (2000) states that speaking is a process of interaction 

where speakers intend to build meaning through producing, receiving and processing information.  

Some techniques for teaching Speaking are recommended by experts. Those are, among others,  

Information Gap, Interviews, Picture Describing, Story Telling and Role Play. The last technique is often applied 

in Speaking courses at the English Department. Role play is one of the popular techniques  used in teaching 

speaking because it gives students the opportunity to learn communication in various social contexts and also 

various social roles which give them more fun. In addition, it offers students the ability to get involved as a 

different person for a while. According to Brown (2007) role play is a popular pedagogical activity in 

communicative language teaching classes.  

However, teaching and learning speaking using role play also needs instructional media. One of the most 

common and important instructional media to use is textbook. With the textbook, the implementation of Role Play 

to teach Speaking is well organized. Moreover, textbook and learning materials have the power to transmit 

knowledge, build skills, and shape the way learners interact with the world (Education Sector, 2005, p. i).  In 

addition, Williams (1983) argues that the textbook is a tool, and the teacher must know not only how to use it, but 

how useful it can be.  
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Due to the importance of textbook of instructional media, the researchers are  interested in conducting 

research to analyze the content of an English textbook entitled Role Plays for Today written by Jason Anderson 

(2012) focusing on the role play strategy as the main material of that textbook. Moreover, the textbook was used 

as one of the required books for Speaking I course in a private university in Surabaya. The students are expected 

to master four skills, especially speaking, because they are being prepared to be teachers who are able to use 

English as the language of instruction during the class. Encouraged by their curiosity, the researchers conducted 

the study in order to answer a question ”To what extent do materials in the textbook entitled Role Plays for Today 

meet the criteria of content feasibility of a textbook?”  

LITERATURE REVIEW  

Communicative Competence  

Hymes (1972) clarifies that communicative competence is a concept introduced and discussed and 

redefined by many authors. The original idea is that speakers of a language have to have more than grammatical 

competence in order to be able to communicate effectively in a language; they also need to know how language 

is used by members of a speech community to accomplish their purposes. Furthermore, Hymes classifies 

communicative competence into two groups. Those two groups are linguistic aspects and pragmatic aspects. 

Linguistic aspects cover phonology and orthography, grammar, vocabulary and discourse (textual) and pragmatic 

aspects deal with functions, variations, interactional skills, and cultural framework. 

Speaking 

Spratt and Williams (2005) state that  speaking is almost the same with writing because they are 

productive skills. In speaking, we produce speech while in writing we produce a text. Speaking involves speech 

in order to express meaning to other people. When a person speaks, he talks to somebody about certain matters. 

That is why speaking expresses meaning to other people. Speaking is the most fundamental skill to have a 

conversation with others. People can tell what they want to express to other people directly and they can repeat it 

easily if others do not understand it. 

Role Play 

Role play, according to Cohen and Manion, as cited in Tyers (2002), is as participation in simulated 

social situations that are intended to throw light upon the role/rule context governing ‘real’ life social episodes. 

Moreover, role play is one of the most common teaching strategies  used by the teachers  in some situations. 

According to Joyce and Weil as cited in Bharathy (2013: 18) “Role play is a teaching strategy that fits within the 

social family of models”. Besides, using role play in the language learning process might help the students  

improve their English creatively, and give an opportunity for the students to habituate themselves to 

communication skills through conversations (Hattings as cited in Dorothy & Mahalakhsmi, 2011).  

Teaching English using role play is very recommended since it provides real world tasks that encourage 

the students to learn speaking through communication in different social contexts and roles. It might help the 

students to learn English as a foreign language effectively (Dorothy & Mahalakhsmi, 2011). Another significance 

of role play is that it can build good interaction among the students during the teaching and learning process 

(Kuśnierek, 2015). Therefore, role play also conducts collaborated learning for the learners about how to solve a 

real-life problem and negotiate meaning while working together in groups (Bharathy, 2013). 

Criteria of a Good Textbook 

The researcher use of criteria of a good textbook based on the criteria proposed by BSNP (Education 

National Standard Council). The council sets out some criteria for the quality of English textbooks who meet 

feasibility requirements covering four components. Those components are feasibility of content, feasibility of 

presentation, feasibility of language, and feasibility of graphics (BSNP, 2010). 
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The researcher focus on the first component which is feasibility of content. There are three indicators 

that must be fulfilled in feasibility of content. They are (i) suitability with the description of the material core 

competence (SK) and basic competence (KD) contained in the relevant curriculum subjects, (ii) the accuracy of 

the material, and (iii) learning supporting materials (Ramadhan, 2016).  

 

RESEARCH METHOD 

Data Sources 

The data source of this study was a speaking textbook entitled Role Plays for Today written by Jason 

Anderson and published in 2012. The data of this study were document data because it is in the form of text. The 

data of this research were the instructions of the role play activities written as part of materials in units of Role 

Plays for Today. There are 39 units in the book which are divided into five categories. They are as follows: 

1. Services: Practical, leisure and travel. This category covers unit 1a up to unit 1l. 

2. Shopping: Supermarkets, clothes and restaurants. This category includes unit 2a up to unit 2g. 

3. Social life: Going out, friends and relationships. This category covers unit 3a up to unit 3g. 

4. Lifestyle: Work, accomodation and education, This category covers unit 4a up to unit 4g. 

5. Creative role plays. This category includes unit 5a up to unit 5f.  

Instrument  

 The researchers play a role as the key instrument of the study in collecting and analyzing the data. As 

introduced by Lincoln and Guba (as cited in Ary et al., 2010), the concept of human as an instrument to emphasize 

the unique role that qualitative researchers play in their inquiry. Another instrument of the research is an 

assessment rubric which is designed by National Education Standards Agency (BSNP). The researchers adapted 

the rubric assessment used by the previous researcher, Ramadhan (2016), and adapted it to the current research 

by focusing on one component only, that is, the content feasibility. The Likert scale was applied to determine 

whether the content feasibility of Role Plays for Today belongs to very good represented by point 4, good 

represented by point 3, poor represented by point 2, or very poor represented by point 1.  

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

Suitability of Materials with Course Learning Outcomes and Achievement Indicators 

The findings written down in Table 1 shows the units in the Role Plays for Today. Those units 

accommodate the course learning objectives (CLO) stated in the syllabus of Speaking I.  The contents of those 

units can be used as teaching materials using role play technique to fulfill the students’ achievement indicator (AI) 

of Speaking I. 
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Table 1. The Material Completeness with CLO and AI 

Syllabus Textbook 

Materials Meetings Topics Course Leaning Outcomes Achievement Indicators 

1 Introducing 

yourself  

Exchange information of 

daily topics in adjacency 

pairs 

1. Students are able to 

introduce themselves 

formally and 

informally.  

3b. Party 

strangers.  

Anderson (2012, 

p. 40) 

2 Introducing 

oneself and 

using address 

systems 

 

Exchange information of 

daily topics in adjacency 

pairs 

2. Students are able to 

introduce themselves 

and others with 

appropriate address 

systems. 

4f. International 

business etiquette. 

Anderson (2012, 

p. 62) 

3 Opening and 

closing 

conversations 

Perform various sustaining 

types of speech functions 

relevant to transactional 

and interpersonal 

exchanges 

3. Students are able to 

open and close 

conversations. 

4b. Job interview 

I. 

Anderson (2012, 

p. 54) 

 

4 Making 

suggestions or 

proposals 

 

Perform various sustaining 

types of speech functions 

relevant to transactional 

and interpersonal 

exchanges 

4. Students are able to 

make suggestions or 

proposals. 

2g. Out of stock. 

Anderson (2012, 

p. 36) 

5 Agreeing and 

disagreeing in 

daily 

conversation  

Exchange feelings of daily 

topics in adjacency pairs 

 

5. Students are able to 

express agreement and 

disagreement in daily 

contexts. 

3e. Flat mates. 

Anderson (2012, 

p. 46) 

 

5e. Political 

debate. 

Anderson (2012, 

p. 82) 

6 Requesting  Perform various sustaining 

types of speech functions 

relevant to transactional 

and interpersonal 

exchanges 

6.  Students are able to 

appropriately give 

requests. 

 

2a. Shopping. 

Anderson (2012, 

p. 22) 

7 Expressing 

dissatisfaction 

or making 

complaints  

Exchange feelings of daily 

topics in adjacency pairs 

7. Students are able to 

express dissatisfaction 

and make complaints. 

1k. Complaining 

in a hotel. 

Anderson (2012, 

p. 19) 

8 Inviting 

others, giving 

and replying 

to 

compliments, 

and giving and 

replying 

thanks  

Exchange feelings of daily 

topics in adjacency pairs 

 

8.  Students are able to 

invite and respond to 

invitations of various 

event types. 

 

9.  Students are able to 

give and reply to 

compliments. 

 

10. Students are able to 

thank others and 

reply to expressions 

of gratitude. 

2b. Clothes shop. 

Anderson (2012, 

p. 24) 

 

3d. Telephone 

phone-around. 

Anderson (2012, 

p. 44) 

 

9 Apologizing, 

expressing 

anger and 

resolving 

conflicts  

Exchange feelings of daily 

topics in adjacency pairs 

 

11. Students are able to 

extend and respond 

to apologies. 

 

1k. Complaining 

in a hotel. 

Anderson (2012, 

p. 19) 

 

3c. Argument 
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12. Students are able to 

express anger and 

resolve conflict. 

 

between friends 

Anderson (2012, 

p. 42) 

10 Controlling 

the 

conversation  

Perform various sustaining 

types of Speech functions 

relevant to transactional 

and interpersonal 

exchanges 

 

13. Students are able to 

control the 

conversation. 

 

5c. Interviewing 

an actor or writer. 

Anderson (2012, 

p. 76) 

11 Getting 

information  

(interviewing) 

Exchange information of 

daily topics in adjacency 

pairs 

 

14. Students are able to 

appropriately obtain 

information through 

an interview. 

1h. Airport check-

in desk. 

Anderson (2012, 

p. 14) 

12 Telephoning   Exchange information of 

daily topics in adjacency 

pairs 

 

15. Students are able to 

make and answer 

telephone calls in 

daily contexts. 

 

4a.  

Phoning for job 

interview. 

Anderson (2012, 

p. 52) 

 

4g. Finding 

accommodation 

Anderson (2012, 

p. 66) 

13 Talking about 

past and 

future events 

Exchange information of 

daily topics in adjacency 

pairs 

 

16. Students are able to 

talk about past and 

future events. 

 

5b. Fortune teller. 

Anderson (2012, 

p. 72) 

 

5f. Murder in 

paradise. 

Anderson (2012, 

p. 84) 

14 Telling a story  

 

Exchange information of 

daily topics in adjacency 

pairs 

 

17. Students are able to 

tell a story. 

5a. The elixir of 

life. 

Anderson (2012, 

p. 70) 

 

There are fourteen meetings in the syllabus in which each meeting discusses one topic. After collecting 

the data, the writer selected eighteen units to represent the contents of Role Plays for Today. Those units are the 

ones whose contents are suitable with the topic of each meeting in the syllabus of Speaking I. The researchers 

refer to the criteria of good textbook as it is proposed by BSNP (2010)  that the first component of a good textbook 

is content feasibility covering Suitability of materials with CLO and AI  

The topic for the first meeting is introducing yourself. The role play material in unit 3b entitled Party 

strangers can be applied to achieve the first CLO of Speaking I that is exchange information of daily topics in 

adjacency pairs related to the topic of introducing yourself. The material in unit 3b provides the role play whose 

purpose is to exchange information on the topic of introducing yourself. It can be seen in the following figure of 

the material. 
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Based on the conversation above, the students are asked to do the role play as two strangers who want to 

get to know each other. Therefore, each of the students should introduce himself or herself. There is a process of 

exchanging information on that role play activity. There is also a process of exchanging feeling when the students 

try to give their opinion about something. The students also perform transactional and interpersonal exchanges 

because they exchange information in a social interaction. Therefore, the writer concludes that unit 3b covers all 

learning objectives of Speaking 1. 

Based on the finding in Table 1, the writers present the result of the analysis in the form of assessment 

rubric to make it easy for the writers in determining whether the first sub-component that is the material 

completeness has been fulfilled or not. Table 2 displays the result of the analysis.  
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Table 2.  The Textbook Unit Covering CLO and AI 

No Textbook Units 

Material Completeness with CLO and AI 

Exchange of 

Information 

Exchange of 

feeling 

Transactional/Interpersonal 

functions 

1 1k. Complaining in a 

hotel 

Anderson (2012, p. 19) 

✓ ✓ ✓ 

2 1h. Airport check-in 

desk 

Anderson (2012, p. 14) 

✓ ✓ ✓ 

3 2a. Shopping 

Anderson (2012, p. 22) 
✓ ✓ ✓ 

4 2b. Clothes shop 

Anderson (2012, p. 24) 
✓ ✓ ✓ 

5 2g. Out of stock 

Anderson (2012, p. 36) 
✓ ✓ ✓ 

6 3b. Party strangers  

Anderson (2012, p. 40) 
✓ ✓ ✓ 

7 3c. Argument between 

friends 

Anderson (2012, p. 42) 

✓ ✓ ✓ 

8 3d. Telephone phone-

around 

Anderson (2012, p. 44) 

✓ ✓ ✓ 

9 3e. Flat mates 

Anderson (2012, p. 46) 
✓ ✓ ✓ 

10 4a.  

Phoning for job 

interview 

Anderson (2012, p. 52) 

✓ ✓ ✓ 

11 4b. Job interview I 

Anderson (2012, p. 54) 
✓ ✓ ✓ 

12 4f. International 

business etiquette 

Anderson (2012, p. 62) 

✓ ✓ ✓ 

13 4g. Finding 

accommodation 

Anderson (2012, p. 66) 

✓ ✓ ✓ 

14 5a. The elixir of life 

Anderson (2012, p. 70) 
✓ ✓ ✓ 

15 5b. Fortune teller 

Anderson (2012, p. 72) 
✓ ✓ ✓ 

16 5c. Interviewing an 

actor or writer 

Anderson (2012, p. 76) 

✓ ✓ ✓ 

17 5e. Political debate 

Anderson (2012, p. 82) 
✓ ✓ ✓ 

18 5f. Murder in paradise 

Anderson (2012, p. 84) 
✓ ✓ ✓ 
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Table 3.  The Material Depth 

No Textbook Unit 
Material Depth 

Exposure Retention Production Extension 

1 1k. Complaining in a hotel 

Anderson (2012, p. 19) 
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

2 1h. Airport check-in desk 

Anderson (2012, p. 14) 
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

3 2a. Shopping 

Anderson (2012, p. 22) 
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

4 2b. Clothes shop 

Anderson (2012, p. 24) 
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

5 2g. Out of stock 

Anderson (2012, p. 36) 
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

6 3b. Party strangers  

Anderson (2012, p. 40) 
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

7 3c. Argument between friends 

Anderson (2012, p. 42) 
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

8 3d. Telephone phone-around 

Anderson (2012, p. 44) 
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

9 3e. Flat mates 

Anderson (2012, p. 46) 
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

10 4a.  

Phoning for job interview 

Anderson (2012, p. 52) 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

11 4b. Job interview I 

Anderson (2012, p. 54) 
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

12 4f. International business 

etiquette 

Anderson (2012, p. 62) 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

13 4g. Finding accommodation 

Anderson (2012, p. 66) 
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

14 5a. The elixir of life 

Anderson (2012, p. 70) 

x ✓ ✓ ✓ 

15 5b. Fortune teller 

Anderson (2012, p. 72) 
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

16 5c. Interviewing an actor or 

writer 

Anderson (2012, p. 76) 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

17 5e. Political debate 

Anderson (2012, p. 82) 
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

18 5f. Murder in paradise 

Anderson (2012, p. 84) 
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

The research findings dealing with the material depth of the book entitled Role Plays for Today in Table 

3 show that the textbook materials in each unit has fulfilled the indicator of the material depth of a textbook. There 

is only one unit that does not fulfill one of the indicators of material depth, that is unit 5a entitled The elixir of 

life. The contents of that unit do not include the exposure. There is no indicator of exposure in the role activity of 

unit 5a. It is due to the fact that the role play activity in unit 5a deals with the characters taken from a story. It 

means that what the students are instructed to do is not based on the real-life situation. The researchers apply the 

indicators of material depth in their analysis based on the indicators proposed by BSNP (2010), Those indicators 

are exposure, retention, production, and extension. 

The first unit to evaluate is unit 1k entitled Complaining in a hotel. The collected data dealing with 

exposure is as follows. 
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The figure above shows that the role play activity in unit 1k has exposed the students to the daily life 

context. In line with the topic, that is complaining in the hotel, the students are exposed to the real situation 

happened in a hotel dealing with causal factors of complaint which mostly happened in reality. The instruction 

the students need to do in the role play is closely related to the real life.  

The second indicator is retention. There is clear explanation given in unit 1k to make the students 

understand the social function and linguistic feature of the role play. It is seen in the following data.  

 

The instruction given for the role play activity leads the student to understand the social function of the 

activity. It is stated that the students act as receptionist and unhappy guest in a hotel, The description dealing with 

the linguistic feature is stated in the form of sentences used in dialogue of the role play.   

The above data also indicates that the role play activity in unit 1k fulfills the third indicator, namely 

production. There is a clear instruction to produce sentences related to the topic of the role play. The students are 

asked to use some of complaints they have studied before. Extension as the last indicator is also fulfilled in the 

role play activity of unit 1k. The student acts as unhappy guest is asked to try to develop an additional activity by 

getting reduction in the price.  

Material Accuracy 

The research findings dealing with the material accuracy of the textbook entitled Role Plays for Today 

in Table 4  show that the textbook material in seventeen units have fulfilled the indicators of the material accuracy. 

There is one unit that does not fulfill one of the indicators of material accuracy. Unit 5a entitled the elixir of life 

does not fulfill one of the indicators of material accuracy, namely social function. There is no indicator of social 

function in the role play activity of unit 5a. It is because the role play activity in unit 5a focuses on the characters 

taken from a story. It means that what the students are instructed to do is not based on the real-life situation. 
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Table 4.  The Material Accuracy 

No Textbook Unit Material Accuracy 

  Social Function Generic Structure Linguistic Feature 

1 1k. Complaining in a hotel 

Anderson (2012, p. 19) 
✓ ✓ ✓ 

2 1h. Airport check-in desk 

Anderson (2012, p. 14) 
✓ ✓ ✓ 

3 2a. Shopping 

Anderson (2012, p. 22) 
✓ ✓ ✓ 

4 2b. Clothes shop 

Anderson (2012, p. 24) 
✓ ✓ ✓ 

5 2g. Out of stock 

Anderson (2012, p. 36) 
✓ ✓ ✓ 

6 3b. Party strangers  

Anderson (2012, p. 40) 
✓ ✓ ✓ 

7 3c. Argument between friends 

Anderson (2012, p. 42) 
✓ ✓ ✓ 

8 3d. Telephone phone-around 

Anderson (2012, p. 44) 
✓ ✓ ✓ 

9 3e. Flat mates 

Anderson (2012, p. 46) 
✓ ✓ ✓ 

10 4a.  

Phoning for job interview 

Anderson (2012, p. 52) 

✓ ✓ ✓ 

11 4b. Job interview I 

Anderson (2012, p. 54) 
✓ ✓ ✓ 

12 4f. International business 

etiquette 

Anderson (2012, p. 62) 

✓ ✓ ✓ 

13 4g. Finding accommodation 

Anderson (2012, p. 66) 
✓ ✓ ✓ 

14 5a. The elixir of life 

Anderson (2012, p. 70) 

X 

 
✓ ✓ 

15 5b. Fortune teller 

Anderson (2012, p. 72) 
✓ ✓ ✓ 

16 5c. Interviewing an actor or 

writer 

Anderson (2012, p. 76) 

✓ ✓ ✓ 

17 5e. Political debate 

Anderson (2012, p. 82) 
✓ ✓ ✓ 

18 5f. Murder in paradise 

Anderson (2012, p. 84) 
✓ ✓ ✓ 

The researchers conduct an analysis of material accuracy based on the indicators of material accuracy as 

proposed by BSNP (2010). Those indicators are social function, generic structure, and linguistic feature.  

The second unit to evaluate is unit 1h entitled Airport check-in desk. The social function as the first 

indicator of material accuracy is reflected in the following figure.  
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The above role play instruction indicates that the students are instructed to use language to conduct 

relationship with other people. The students are asked to do role play dealing with a communication of passenger 

and assistant of airport check-in desk in a social context, that is in an airport. Therefore, the writer concluded that 

unit 1h fulfills the indicator of social function.  

The generic structure of role play is also described in the role play model in unit 1h covering introduction 

in which the speaker greets, body of the speech in which the speakers say about the topic, and conclusion or ending 

in which the speaker ends the conversation. It is seen in the following model of role play dialogue. 

 

The last indicator of material accuracy is linguistic feature (BSNP, 2010). The researchers found out that 

the linguistic features are also portrayed in unit 1h. The linguistic features consist of grammatical pattern used in 

unit 1h and vocabulary related to the topic. The following figure shows the linguistic feature of unit 1h. 

 

Supporting Materials 

The third component of content feasibility based on the criteria of a good textbook based on BSNP (2010) 

is supporting materials covering up-to-datedness, development of life skills, and development of diversity insight. 

Up-to-datedness as the first indicator of supporting materials is divided into two indicators. They are relevance 

and up-to-datedness.  The relevance indicator refers to whether the materials are taken from related reference or 

not, whereas the indicator of up-to-datedness refers to the current-ness of material in the textbook. 

The development of life skills refers to abilities for adaptive and positive behavior that enable students 

to deal effectively with the demands and challenges of everyday life. Those abilities may cover decision-making, 

problem solving, creative thinking, critical thinking, effective communication and interpersonal relationship skills. 

Development of diversity insight refers to the concern, understanding and appreciation of the 

multicultural diversity.  
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Table 5. The Supporting Materials 

No 
 

Textbook Unit 

Supporting Materials 

Up-to-Datedness 
Development 

of Life Skills 

Development of 

Diversity Insight Relevancy 
Up-to-

datedness 

1 1k. Complaining in a hotel 

Anderson (2012, p. 19) 

x x ✓ x 

2 1h. Airport check-in desk 

Anderson (2012, p. 14) 

x x ✓ x 

3 2a. Shopping 

Anderson (2012, p. 22) 

x x ✓ x 

4 2b. Clothes shop 

Anderson (2012, p. 24) 

x x ✓ x 

5 2g. Out of stock 

Anderson (2012, p. 36) 
✓ x ✓ x 

6 3b. Party strangers  

Anderson (2012, p. 40) 

x x ✓ x 

7 3c. Argument between 

friends 

Anderson (2012, p. 42) 

x x ✓ x 

8 3d. Telephone phone-

around 

Anderson (2012, p.  44) 

x x ✓ x 

9 3e. Flat mates 

Anderson (2012, p. 46) 

x x ✓ x 

10 4a.  

Phoning for job interview 

Anderson (2012, p. 52) 

x x ✓ x 

11 4b. Job interview I 

Anderson (2012, p. 54) 

x x ✓ x 

12 4f. International business 

etiquette 

Anderson (2012, p. 62) 

x x ✓  

 

13 4g. Finding accommodation 

Anderson (2012, p. 66) 

x x ✓ x 

14 5a. The elixir of life 

Anderson (2012, p. 70) 

x x ✓ x 

15 5b. Fortune teller 

Anderson (2012, p. 72) 

x x ✓ x 

16 5c. Interviewing an actor or 

writer 

Anderson (2012, p. 76) 

x x ✓ x 

17 5e. Political debate 

Anderson (2012, p. 82) 

x x ✓ x 

18 5f. Murder in paradise 

Anderson (2012, p. 84) 

x x ✓ x 

The research findings dealing with the supporting materials of the book entitled Role Plays for Today in 

Table 5 show that the role play materials in eighteen units of the textbook under evaluation have fulfilled the 

indicators of development of life skills but failed to fulfill the indicators of up-to-datedness and development of 

diversity insight. Most of the units that do not fulfill the indicator of up-to-datedness do not mention the related 

references of the material and there are no current materials on the content. Most of the units are also lack of the 

presentation of the concern, understanding and appreciation of the multicultural diversity. 

Based on the data analysis, there is only one out of eighteen units that fulfills the indicator of up-to-

datedness, that is unit 2g entitled Out of stock.  There is only one out of eighteen units that fulfills the indicator of 
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development of diversity insight, that is unit 4f. International business etiquette. Unit 4f presents the concern, 

understanding and appreciation of the multicultural diversity.  

There is only unit 2g entitled Out of stock that includes reference in the material as it is seen in the 

following figure. 

 

 

Related to the indicator of up-to-datedness, the researchers could not find any up-to-date material in the 

eighteen units after the writer conducted data collection. Therefore, the writer concluded that the indicator of up-

to-datedness is not fulfilled.  

After all the data had been analyzed, the data of each item belonging to the Content Feasibility was then 

analyzed using  the assessment rubric based on a 4-point Likert scale.  

Table 6.  Score of Summary for Content Feasibility 

Component Sub-Components Items 
Score 

1 2 3 4 

Content 

Feasibility 

Suitability of materials 

with CLO and AI 

Material Completeness    ✓ 
Material Depth    ✓ 

Material Accuracy Social Functions    ✓ 
Generic Structure    ✓ 
Linguistic Feature    ✓ 

Supporting Materials Relevance  ✓    

Development of Life Skills    ✓ 
Development of Diversity Insight ✓    

Based on Table 6, to find out the overall score of the Content Feasibility indicators, the calculation 

formula as proposed by Sudjiono (as cited in Ramadhan, 2016) below is applied. 

 

Textbook level of fulfillment =  
26

32
× 100 = 81.25% 

                                                     

Based on the result of the calculation (81.25%), it is concluded that the textbook entitled Role Plays for 

Today, written by Jason Anderson and published in 2012, has fulfilled the indicators of content feasibility of 

textbook proposed by National Education Standards Agency. 

 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS 

Conclusion 

The researcher drew a conclusion that the book entitled Role Plays for Today published in 2012 and 

written by Jason Anderson has met the indicators of content feasibility proposed by BSNP. The researchers’ 

conclusion also answers the research question. It is due to the fact that the maximum score of 4 dominates most 

of the indicators of content feasibility. The component of content feasibility covers three sub-components, those 

sub-components are suitability of materials with CLO and AI, material accuracy, and one indicator for supporting 
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materials. The fulfillment coverage is 81.25 %. It means that the textbook entitled Role Plays for Today is a 

suitable textbook for the course entitled Speaking. 

Suggestions 

 The researchers suggest that further research dealing with the textbook used as the source of teaching 

material be conducted. It is because the researchers only focused the current research on the textbook material and 

did not develop it by relating it to the students’ perceptions on the textbook. It is suggested that the lecturers who 

use Role Plays for Today as the source of teaching material enrich the materials of the textbook from other sources 

of teaching material. 

As for publishers, it is suggested that the publishers be eager to update the materials and also to include 

the source of materials to fulfill the indicators of content feasibility of a textbook so that the textbook will be a 

feasible teaching material that can be beneficial both for the lecturers as well as for the students.  
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